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{Slide: Logo} 

 
Introduction 

 
Today and for the next few weeks we are going to talk history, but not just any old history 
but we are going to talk about our history, yours and mine. 
 
Who of you have ever searched for your ancestors? 
I did a search in the late 90’s for my grandfather, my fathers father, because I had never met 
him as he had left my grandmother, and the grandfather I did know was not my biological 
one, and so the search, was he still alive? 
I got a hit on a website that had a picture of him in a little family tree, except the guy who 
owned the website claimed him as his grandfather, mmhh? 
It turns out that my grandfather had passed on in the 80’s, however during the rest of his 
life journey, he had married twice more and had two more daughters and so we discovered 
that my dad had two half sisters and I found my cousin, or half cousin.  
 
Our need to know our genealogy (a line of descent traced continuously from an ancestor), a 
history of where we come from, is something that is built into the human DNA. We like to 
know our background and as such, with the advent of the Internet, there are a plethora of 
sites where, for a small fee, you can check their records and try and work out your lineage. 
The problem is that the further back we go, the less information we have and at some point 
we have to give up. 
 
As Christians however we become members of the family of God and suddenly our 
genealogy, our history changes completely. 
It actually becomes complete, with a definite beginning and a clear journey. 
We have been grafted in as the Bible says 
 

Rom 11v17 
17If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have 

been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 
18do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: 

You do not support the root, but the root supports you. 
 
The gist of this verse, if I can paraphrase it, 
● There is an olive tree representing the chosen family of God, 
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● It started with the Jews, but some branches, some Jews have chosen not to believe and 
therefore, they have been broken off the tree 

● We however, us gentiles, wild olive shoots, because we have professed belief and faith in 
Jesus we have been grafted into the olive tree and become part of the family of God, 
sharing in the nourishing sap from the root 

● This however does not make us superior to the original branches because we add nothing 
to the tree, the tree supports us. 

 
I think, as a Christian living in the year 2017, we can completely overlook where we are 
coming from. What this does is it narrows our Christian worldview to the do’s and don’ts of 
the NT, with the occasional reference to the OT. Our Christian genealogy however places us 
firmly in the time-line of the most researched genealogy of any person, that of Jesus Christ. 
 
This is the first of a four part series called, “4 journeys” 
The Series intends to take a look at 4 critical elements of our Christian walk and how all four 
have been present since the beginning of the Bible and how each theme is carried through 
the rest of the Bible, into the New Testament. 
It is important to understand all four as they make up some of the foundations of our 
Christian beliefs. 
 
Sermons often address particular needs within our congregation but this Series builds up 
our faith in an all loving and all seeing God by looking at how active and involved He has 
been from the very beginning and still is in our lives today. 
 
Each journey starts in Genesis and ends in the New Testament. 
The four journeys are called: 
 
1) The Problem 
A look at grounding our understanding of sin 
 
2) The People  
How God has been preparing a people for Himself 
 
3) The Promise 
What God has been promising His people and how He is delivering on His promises. 
 
4) The Perfection 
How God has the perfect plan in Jesus. 
 
 
{Slide: Logo - The Problem} 

 
1 - The Problem 

 
Life usually focuses on the here and now (kids sick, money tight, no rain, achy joints, fighting 
with mom) 
And yet: 
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{Slide: “If you do not …”} 
 

“If you do not fully understand the problem of sin then you will not fully understand the 
need for a Saviour” 

 
Even as Christians we can easily overlook that we are all part of a God sized picture and 
story and forget many of the foundational elements of our Christianity that have led to 
God’s story and our place in it Today. 
 
So let’s start with God. 
How did it all begin. 
Why are we in the predicament that we are in? 
Maybe you did not even know that we are in a predicament. 
Huston, we have a problem. 
 
{Slide: 1) Life before sin} 
 
1) Life before sin 
{Describing God’s Plan, the perfect relationship between God and Man} 
 
You see, the issues we have today, is not the way it’s supposed to be. 
I’m going to read an abbreviated version of the creation story in Gen 1.  
 
{Slide: Gen 1&2} 
 

Gen 1&2 
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth 

2-10And then He created the sea and the sky and the dry ground 
11Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land 

that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds. 
14-19And then He made the Sun and the Moon and the stars giving us day and night. 

20-23And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the vault of the sky.” 

And then told them to be fruitful and multiply. 
24-25And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the 

livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to 
its kind.” 

 
26-27Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule 

over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, 
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  

And so we were made, in His image and He gave us clear instructions 
28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 

that moves on the ground.”  
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29Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and 
every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30And to all the beasts 

of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—
everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was 

so.  
And it was very good 

 
And so God created the perfect place for us, a Garden. 
Perfection, idyllic, no issues, everything available, no stress, no strain. 
Who feels this is where they are at? 
 
In Gen 2 the Bible describes the man making procedure, in a little more detail. 
Man, as in men, were created first. 
And in Gen 5v15 he told the man “to work it and take care of it” this garden. 
And also gave man some instructions: 
 
{Slide: Gen 2v16} 
 

Gen 2v16 
16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 

17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat 
from it you will certainly die.”  

 
Up to this point God had said, you can have and do everything. 
And then he said that you can eat from every single tree on the whole planet, a choice of 
billions and billions, 
However, there is just one tree (out of all the billions) that you shouldn’t eat from because 
you will die. 
And there we have it, choice. 
“Really God, you told us not to do something, what were you thinking” 
Because we are never satisfied with what we are allowed to do, we always have a burning 
desire to do what we shouldn’t, because that’s the good stuff isn’t 
God is keeping us from the good stuff, the stuff we’re not allowed to have. 
He’s a meany. 
 
Let’s move on 
Then God recognized that it was not good for the man to be alone and so after naming all 
the animals and not finding a suitable helper, He created Eve from Adam. 
 
And in the final verse of Gen 2 we read: 
 
{Slide: Gen 2v24} 
 

Gen 2v24 
24That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become 

one flesh.  
25Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.  
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And so we are left with a picture of Paradise. 
The world according to God, perfectly made for mankind in every sense. 
So in tune were God and Man that they interacted directly with each other, one to one, as 
described in Gen 3v8, God walking among the trees of the Garden in the cool of the day. 
 
God loved what we loved. 
We were made in His image. 
This was the Plan. 
And we all lived happily ever after. 
 
{Slide: 2) Then came sin} 
 
2) Then came Sin 
{Describing Man’s Fall and God’s rescue through the Gen 3 themes of Sin, Guilt, Blame, 
Judgment and Grace} 
 
Let’s read through what happened next because this process has been repeated by every 
human being since this day. 
 
{Slide: Sin} 

Gen 3 
Sin 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  

(that little voice in your head that distorts and modifies the clear instructions that we get) 
2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God 
did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you 

must not touch it, or you will die.’”  
(and because we don’t listen properly, we don’t get the instruction completely right, but she 

got the, “you will die” bit spot on) 
4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows that when you 

eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
 (then the voice in out head starts distorting and reasoning and rationalizing and if we do 

this long enough on our own and throw some feelings into the mix, eventually we can come 
up with a good reason to do what God expressly said not to do 

Again the serpent lied because they may have become like God knowing good and evil but 
they would become evil something that God could not be) 

6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, 
and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 

husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  
(And just like Humpty Dumpty fell off the wall, so mans relationship with God broke and all 
the kings horses and all the kings men could not put Humpty Dumpty together again, man 

could not fix it) 
 
And what happens when we do something wrong? 
We feel guilty? 
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What is guilt? 
The knowledge that I should not have done what I have just done. 
 
{Slide: Sin - Guilt} 

Guilt 
7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they 

sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.  
8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden 

in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But 
the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”  

(Started feeling exposed, physically and emotionally 
did not God not know where they were, of course He did 
He starts pursuing the guilty soul, the first signs of grace) 

10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”  
(and the relationship with God changed completely, from walking with Him to hiding from 

Him) 
 
And after we feel guilty, we need to apportion blame to get the focus off ourselves. 
 
{Slide: Sin - Guilt - Blame} 

Blame 
11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?”  
12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, 

and I ate it.”  
13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”  

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  
(He goes to Adam first 

and we often laugh at the sequence, man blames the woman, woman blames the serpent 
but the sad thing is the refusal to take responsibility for who we are: 

I am impatient 
I did mess up 

I did snap at you 
I did cheat on you 

The forgotten use of the “I” word  
Replaced by the overuse of the ‘You” word 

We all do it because we feel guilty because we have sinned) 
 
And because God cannot allow sin to go unpunished he has to pronounce judgment. 
 
{Slide: Sin - Guilt - Blame - Judgment} 

Judgment 
14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,  

“Cursed are you above all livestock  
and all wild animals!  

You will crawl on your belly  
and you will eat dust  
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all the days of your life.  
15And I will put enmity  

between you and the woman,  
and between your offspringa and hers;  

he will crush your head,  
and you will strike his heel.” 

(and the judgment is that Satan and us will be at war from that day on) 
  

16To the woman he said,  
“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;  

with painful labor you will give birth to children.  
Your desire will be for your husband,  

and he will rule over you.”  
(you will feel this pain of sin everywhere, through relationships) 

 
17To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about 

which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’  
“Cursed is the ground because of you;  

through painful toil you will eat food from it  
all the days of your life.  

18It will produce thorns and thistles for you,  
and you will eat the plants of the field.  

19By the sweat of your brow  
you will eat your food  

until you return to the ground,  
since from it you were taken;  

for dust you are  
and to dust you will return.”  

20Adam named his wife Eve,p because she would become the mother of all the living.  
(Men feel the pain through physical things. 

and life will be forever painful for both men and women in different ways ) 
 
The story of mankind has reached its darkest moment. 
We started with a close relationship with our God and Maker. 
But God gave us a choice (let me follow a path of my choosing) and by not listening to Him 
we made the wrong choice and the consequences have resonated to this day. 
Sin - Guilt - Blame - Judgment 
But we serve a loving God and He doesn’t leave us there. 
He immediately provides us with grace. 
 
{Slide: Sin - Guilt - Blame - Judgment - Grace} 

Grace 
21The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.22And the 
LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must 
not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live 

forever.” 23So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from 
which he had been taken. 24After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the 
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Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to 
the tree of life.  

(In spite of what we have done, God still looks after us 
God starts the sacrificial system 

US - The Trinity 
Live forever, in sin, suffer forever, NO, fixed time, death is grace) 

 
So, what just happened? 
And what has happened to every person ever born. 
 
Sin (1-6) 
Sin enters the picture 
Satan takes on the embodiment of the snake. 
 
We challenge the very thing that God wants us to be. 
Loyal, faithful, humble, grateful subjects. 
Eve should have said, “Are you nuts, I have everything I need” 
Adam should have said, “God said NO and I trust and believe that He has my best interests 
at heart, He after all, created us”. 
 
Tempted by asking a question that we shouldn’t ask. 
A question that was in Eve’s mind and certainly in Adam’s as well. 
Does God really have my best interests at heart?  
Questioning God’s goodness and Fatherhood, His ‘Godness’ and Deity. 
“Why God” instead of “Get away from me Satan” 
She starts believing God is holding some good stuff back. 
Eve was not created when God gave the instructions. 
How well did Adam internalize them and how accurately did he teach them. 
When we start questioning God in this way, what are we doing? 
We take God’s ‘Godness’, away from Him, we make Him smaller and ourselves bigger. 
We take God off the throne and we climb on. 
 
Guilt (7-10) 
Guilt and what that does to Adam and Eve 
Started off by feeling no shame, nothing to fear. 
Sin enters and we lose the innocence. 
We know we have done wrong. 
Emotionally naked (fig leaves, hid from God - feeling the guilt of sin) 
 
Blame (11-13) 
Start with Adam, moves to Eve. 
Our nature to blame, fight or flight. 
 
Judgment (14-19) 
Spiritual tension that will exists for the rest of time 
Sin will be everywhere because sin is on the earth, emotionally, spiritually, physically 
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Grace (20-24) 
God starts the sacrificial system 
Start of Grace, God meets us where we are at, covers their nakedness. 
Note, he didn’t try to change them. 
 
{Slide: 3) Sin has plagued us ever since} 
 
3) Sin has plagued us ever since 
Remember Satan said, “you will not surely die”. 
What happened? 
They surely did die in more ways than one. 
Their innocence died. 
Their perfect relationship with God died. 
And ultimately they died physically. 
Satan lied then and he keeps lying to us today. 
 
And its the same lie. 
He keeps asking that same question, “does God really have my best interests at heart? 
Because: 
● You need this, You need that, you deserve it 
● Look what they have compared to you 
● Does the Bible really say it’s the Word of God, that you must make disciples, that you 

must follow Jesus, that you must first seek the Kingdom, that the Greatest 
commandment is to love God and the second is to love others, surely God meant 
that only as a general direction. 

● That won’t really happen to you, all those references to that lake of burning sulphur thing 
in Revelations. 

 
And then sin really takes hold 
Cain kills Abel. 
And people start dying, but still living for hundreds of years 
God extends His grace further and limits our lifespan to 120 years, because death is grace. 
Gen 6, the whole earth dies 
Gen 7, God starts again with Noah. 
 
And Isaiah says: 
 
{Slide: Isa 53v6} 
 

Isa 53v6 
6We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  

each of us has turned to our own way;  
and the LORD has laid on him  

the iniquity of us all.  
 
The problem is self sufficiency and not God sufficiency. 
Adam and Eve turned to their own way, just like we do. 
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I’m the only one who has my best interests at heart. 
And David said: 
 
{Slide: Psa 51v4} 
 

Psa 51v4 
4Against you, you only, have I sinned  

and done what is evil in your sight;  
so you are right in your verdict  
and justified when you judge.  

 
Sinned against Bathsheba, killed Uriah, sinned against all Israel and yet… 
People feel the consequences but the sin is against God. 
 
End off the “Problem” journey in the book of Romans. 
We are not going to look at the Scriptures in detail, only highlight the wording around the 
texts. 
 
{Slide:Rom 6v17} 
 

Rom 6v17 
… slaves to sin … 

 
{Slide:Rom 6v23} 

Rom 6v23 
23For the wages of sin is death 

 
{Slide:Rom 7v8} 

Rom 7v8 
8But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind 

of coveting. 
 
{Slide:Rom 7v11} 

Rom 7v11 
11For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through 

the commandment put me to death.  
 
The Problem is sin. 
Introduced into the world by Adam and Eve 
Recognised and battled with by all people throughout all of time. 
And it still deceives us. 
And we are still trying to soften it. 
And we are still trying to make God smaller and us bigger. 
To this day. 
 
{Slide: “If you do not …”} 
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“If you do not fully understand the problem of sin then you will not fully understand the 
need for a Saviour”  

 
Where we come from, determines where we are going. 
We need to understand the Problem before we see our need for a solution 
 
{Slide: Logo - The People} 
 
Next week we start the journey number 2 called, “The People” 
How God starts working on the solution to, “The Problem”. 


