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{Slide: Logo - The People} 
 

2 - The People 
 
Today we want to talk about people. 
Again 
 
Where we come from, determines where we are going. 
 
Last week we spoke about people bringing sin into the world because they somehow felt 
God was not giving them everything they were entitled to. 
They de-Goded God and placed themselves in His position. 
They were plagued by the question posed by Satan. 
Does God really have my best interests at heart?  
So, I’m saying, the problem with this world is people. 
 

Mahatma Ghandi once famously said, “I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians, Your 
Christians are so unlike Christ”. 

 
So if the problem is people, why are we going to talk about people in our next journey. 
Because people are what God uses. 
 
Gen 3 - Sin has entered the world, people are kicked out of Eden and God closes the Garden 
God however does not just up and leave. 
He starts working on a plan, a plan of redemption, of bringing His people back to Him and to 
do that He starts building a nation, from scratch. 
 
Gen 6 - God brings the flood and He cleanses the earth while Noah and family is saved by 
the Ark 
Gen 8 - Noah leaves the ark 
Gen 9 - God makes a covenant with Noah and in many ways it’s like a second creation. 
Gen 10 - They are very fruitful and multiply. 
Gen 11 - God confuses their languages and people were scattered over the whole earth. 
 
But that is only part of the plan. 
 
{Slide: 1) Building the nation} 
 
1) Building the nation 
 
God starts building a people dedicated to Him only 
 
{Slide: Gen 12v1-2} 

Gen 12v1-2 
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 

household to the land I will show you.  
2“I will make you into a great nation,  
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and I will bless you;  
I will make your name great,  
and you will be a blessing.i  

 

God promises Abraham that He will “make you” into a great nation. 
Not just, “go forth and multiply”, God Himself will physically create a nation. 
Today we will focus only on that line but we will revisit this Scripture again next week. 
 
So, how do you build a nation? 
Bring a bunch of people together and tell them you’re a nation. 
No, because that would leave it up to man. 
To create a nation, you build it up piece by piece, God’s way 
As we discuss the various elements that make up a nation, keep thinking, “how does that 
apply to me today”, or, “what similarities are there in my situation today”. 
There are many elements required before a nation can call itself a nation. 
Today we will quickly look at ten. 
 
{Slide: People} 

People 
 
People 
So God starts with Abraham. 
 
{Slide Pic 1 - Abraham to Joseph} 

 
 
Abraham has Isaac, let’s just focus on him right now. 
Isaac has Jacob and Esau. 
Jacob’s name is changed to Israel. 
Who has 12 sons through his four wives. 
So far so good, the nation is building, we are gathering momentum. 
That is still not a lot of people, certainly not enough to be called a nation. 
But God is only starting and we get the clue in a dream that Abraham had: 
 
{Slide: Gen 15v12-14} 

Gen 15v12-14 
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 13Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your 
descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and 
mistreated there. 14But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will 

come out with great possessions. 
 
One of the sons was Joseph,  
Mistreated by his brothers, sold as a slave in Egypt, 
Thrown out of Potiphar’s house straight into jail. 
And then happened to become the second in command in Egypt,  
who called his whole family during a time of famine and there they stayed 
Mmmhh? Remember God said, “I will make you …” 
 
And Joseph says: 
 
{Slide: Gen 45v7} 

Gen 45v7 
7But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives 

by a great deliverance 
 
For how long? 
Would you believe it, four hundred years  
and the magic of compounding worked powerfully 
 
And eventually we end up with: 
 
{Slide: Exo 1v6-7} 

Exo 1v6-7 
6Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7but the Israelites were 

exceedingly fruitful; they multiplied greatly, increased in numbers and became so 
numerous that the land was filled with them.  

 
We have our people, but they are not yet a nation. 
And in the same way God builds the rest of the requirements for this great nation. 
All in a way not obvious to the Israelites at the time, only clear to us as we look back at the 
Old Testament 
 
A nation needs Leadership 
 
{Slide: People/Leadership} 

People 
Leadership 

 
Leadership 
Who else but Moses. 
Not the most eager, but definitely the most trained. 
Forty years in the courts of Pharaoh 
Forty years as a shepherd with the Israelites. 
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At eighty years old, finally ready to lead the Israelite nation. 
 
{Slide: Exo 3v6+10} 
 

Exo 3v6+10 
6Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the 

God of Jacob.” 
… 10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”  
 
So the leader is sorted, what else do we need? 
Money. 
 
{Slide: People/Leadership/Money} 

…. Leadership 
Money 

 
Money 
This for me was a fascination study of God at work and over what periods of time He 
patiently puts His plan together. 
Remember Joseph and how he eventually landed up as second in command in Egypt. 
One reason was to bring his family there so that a nation could be built. 
But, there was another reason. 
Remember the dream God gave him about the imminent famine and the need to plan 
ahead for it, seven years warning. 
Phase 1 - Collect all the food in the seven years of abundance and store it in Egypt. 
Then came the famine. 
Phase 2 - Collect all the money that was to be found in Egypt  and Canaan in payment for 
grain (Gen 47v14). And livestock. And the land. 
And in the next four hundreds that wealth trickled into the hands of the Egyptians and 
finally we read, on the eve of the great Exodus, God’s money plan comes together: 
 
{Slide: Exo 12v35-36} 
 

Exo 12v35-36 
35The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold 
and for clothing. 36The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, 

and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians.  
 
It makes no sense. 
When God works it does not have to make sense. 
 
What else did they get when they left Egypt. 
A core requirement for nation building. 
 
{Slide: People/Leadership/Money/Independence} 

 
…. Money 
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Independence 
 
Independence 
 
So we have people, a leader, money and we’re on our own. 
Now we need a government 
 
{Slide: People/Leadership/Money/Independence/Government} 

 
…. Independence 

Government 
 
Government 
God keeps working on people’s hearts to ensure that this nation of His is built properly, and 
who is next? 
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law who decides to visit Moses, and says: 
 
{Slide: Exo 18v19-22} 
 

Exo 18v19-22 
19Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must be 
the people’s representative before God and bring their disputes to him. 20Teach them his 

decrees and instructions, and show them the way they are to live and how they are to 
behave. 21But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men 

who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties 
and tens. 22Have them serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every 

difficult case to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves 
 
Systems keep falling into place. 
What’s next? 
Laws 
 
{Slide: People/Leadership/Money/Independence/Government/Law} 

 
…. Government 

Law 
 
Law 
And God said, why don’t guys come up with a bunch of laws that will work for you. 
No He didn’t. 
He knows we are incapable as a human race to decide as a group what is good for us. 
He did the only thing that made sense. 
He said, Moses come to me and write this down. 
 
{Slide: Exo 20v1} 
 

Exo 20v1 
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And God spoke all these words:  
2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  

3“You shall have no other gods before me … 
 
And then followed the ten commandments and many others, a total of 613 laws. 
 
Five down five to go. 
The nation we are watching God build is halfway there. 
Like a Biblical Age of Empires. 
Except we get to see it from a spectator point of view. 
So what else do we need? 
 
{Slide: People/Leadership/Money/Independence/Government/Law/Culture} 

 
…. Law 
Culture 

 
Culture 
Believe it or not, but God knows how to party. 
 
{Slide: Lev 23v1} 

Lev 23v1 
The LORD said to Moses, 2“Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘These are my appointed 

festivals, the appointed festivals of the LORD, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies. 
God said we must have fun. 
 
But we can’t stop there because while we are having fun, there might be others who may 
want to gatecrash, and so, we need an army. 
 
{Slide: People/Leadership/Money/Independence/Government/Law/Culture/Military} 

 
…. Culture 

Military 
 
Military 
God knows that His people will be under constant threat and so He is very particular about 
His military strategy, spelling it out in detail. 
 
{Slide: Num 1v1-3} 
 

Num 1v1-3 
The LORD spoke to Moses in the tent of meeting in the Desert of Sinai on the first day of the 
second month of the second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. He said: 2“Take a 
census of the whole Israelite community by their clans and families, listing every man by 
name, one by one. 3You and Aaron are to count according to their divisions all the men in 

Israel who are twenty years old or more and able to serve in the army 
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A critical element of a nation at that time, and one that just the very presence of was a 
deterrent.  
 
Another critical element that may seem obvious but has to be mentioned. 
 
{Slide: People/Leadership/Money/Independence/Government/Law/Culture/Military/Faith} 

 
…. Military 

Faith 
 
Faith 
I often think that as I look back at how God was building His nation, how is it possible that 
the people were often so low on faith in spite of the very obvious and physical ways that 
God was working in their lives. 
 
Moments like this overwhelm my mind. 
 
{Slide: Exo 16v10-12} 
 

Exo 16v10-12 
10While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked toward the 

desert, and there was the glory of the LORD appearing in the cloud.  
11The LORD said to Moses, 12“I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At 

twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will 
know that I am the LORD your God.’” 

 
The Israelites grumble, they said that God did not have their best interests at heart and 
God gives them quail and manna for 40 years every day 
 
Pillar of fire - Exo 13v21. 
Parting the Red Sea - Exo 14v21. 
The tabernacle, built with detailed instructions and then the Glory of the Lord filled it. 
How would your faith be affected if this described your daily walk with God. 
 
{Slide: Exo 40v36-38} 
 

Exo 40v36-38 
36In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they 
would set out; 37but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 38So 

the cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in 
the sight of all the Israelites during all their travels.  

 
God’s Presence fills the Tabernacle 
 
The Israelites had every opportunity to grow in their faith. 
God was physically with them. 
And yet, they quickly forgot. 
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Are we any different? 
 
The last element we are going to look at today in our nation building exercise, is land. 
 
{Slide: People/Leadership/Money/Independence/Government 
Law/Culture/Military/Faith/Land} 

 
…. Faith 

Land 
 
Land 
 

Num 13v26 
26They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the 
Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them 
the fruit of the land. 27They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you 

sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit 
 
And so the nation has been built and all the most important elements were in place and the 
people moved into the land and lived happily ever after. 
Because God had given them everything they could possibly need. 
He had their best interests at heart. 
All that was required of them was to trust and obey. 
Amen. 
 
2) Maintaining the nation 
 
Maintaining this nation proved to be a monumental task. 
What did this nation have to do? 
Love God, by obeying God - simple really, or sounds simple. 
 
To ensure that they have the best start possible, Moses reminds them of the Law by 
repeating it in the book of Deuteronomy (The Second Law) and then he adds some extra 
stuff like how to make sure that everything he has taught them will continue through the 
generations to come. 
God is great on repetition. 
(Parents keep repeating things to your children) 
 
Look through a simple filter at the elements required to maintain a strong relationship with 
God 
 
{Slide: Deu 6v17} 
 

Deu 6v17 
17Be sure to keep the commands of the LORD your God and the stipulations and decrees he 
has given you. 18Do what is right and good in the LORD’s sight, so that it may go well with 
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you and you may go in and take over the good land the LORD promised on oath to your 
ancestors, 19thrusting out all your enemies before you, as the LORD said.  

 
If you look at this Scripture carefully, there are three basic expectations: 
 
{Slide: God’s expectations 1} 
 

 
 
1) Be humble - “keep the commands”. 
2) Be Holy (set apart) - “Do what is right and good”. 
3) Be hungry - “thrusting out all your enemies”. 
 
But God knowing us well, doesn’t just tell us once, He keeps repeating it. 
He wants to make sure we get the important stuff. 
He gives us the whole Bible so we understand our story, our genealogy, where we come 
from, but He keeps repeating the important stuff so that we know where we should be 
going. 
 
Let’s see if we can find these teachings repeated: 
 
{Slide: Be humble - “keep the commands”} 
 
Deu 7v12 - “If you pay attention to these laws and are careful to follow them” 
Deu 8v1   - “Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today” 
Deu 12v1 - “These are the decrees and laws you must be careful to follow …” 
 
{Slide: Be holy - “do what is right and good”} 
 
Deu 7v3     - “Do not intermarry with them” 
Deu 7v25   - “Do not covet the silver and gold on them …” 
Deu 16v19 - “Do not pervert justice or show partiality” 
 
There were a lot of “do not’s” because to live a life separate from those around you, it must 
look different. 
 
{Slide: Be hungry - “thrusting out all you enemies”} 
 



The Four journeys 

10 

Deu 7v2   - “destroy them totally, Make no treaty with them, and show them no mercy” 
Deu 7v5   - “Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones” 
Deu 7v25 - “The images of their gods you are to burn in the fire” 
 
And why? 
 
{Slide: Deu 7v6} 
 

Deu 7v6 
6For you are a people holy to the LORD your God.  

The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth  
to be his people, his treasured possession. 

 
How does that make you feel? 
Because when you are chosen by God, when you are his people, his treasured possession, 
when you really believe that, then you will be, humble and holy and hungry. 
 
These attitudes are critical, because without them we forget where we came from and then 
where we are going to, gets fuzzy. 
 
After Joshua came the Judges. 
How did they do? 
Remember the plan, Humble, Holy, Hungry 
Let’s look at the wording. 
 
{Slide: Humble Holy Hungry in Judges} 
 
Humble - Jud 2v10 - “After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, 
another generation grew up who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel.” 
Holy - Jug 3v5 - “The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 
Hivites and Jebusites. 6They took their daughters in marriage and gave their own daughters 
to their sons, and served their gods.” 
Hungry - Jud 1v27 - “But Manasseh did not drive out the people of Beth Shan or Taanach or 
Dor or Ibleam or Megiddo and their surrounding settlements, for the Canaanites were 
determined to live in that land.” 
 
They lost their humility, their holiness and their hunger. 
 
Then came the kings and they also had their instructions. 
He says that when you want a king, obey this rule. 
 
{Slide: Deu 17v17} 

Deu 17v17 
17He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must not accumulate 

large amounts of silver and gold.  
 
Saul starts well but for the most part of his 40 years, things are not good. 
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Then David, in spite of his character weaknesses has a great run for 40 years, “a man after 
God’s own heart”. He proves to be the standard against which all future kings are 
compared. 
Finally Solomon takes over. 
Builds the temple and once more, like in the tabernacle in the desert, God’s Presence, His 
Glory, fills the temple as a sign that He is still solidly walking with His people, in spite of their 
many failings. 
 
Solomon himself, in spite of witnessing such greatness, fell 
And then, as warned, he is led astray by many wives and large amounts of silver and gold. 
 
And then things start falling apart. 
 
{Slide: The split nation} 
 

 
 
The nation splits into Israel in the North, ten tribes and Judah in the South one tribe. 
Israel (Samaria) started being led by Jeroboam, an official in Solomon’s court who instituted 
his version of worship in the land, providing the unfaithful template that every king after 
him followed until they were led into exile in 722BC by the Assyrians. 
Judah (Jerusalem) in the South, led by Rehoboam, the son of Solomon. 
 
When you read through the Bible in the time of the kings what impression are you left with? 
They had their ups and downs. 
Have you ever plotted how each kingdom, North and South did individually? 
 
{Slide: Kings of Judah} 
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Judah in the south  had a so-so run. 
And the north, not even worth putting up, every single king was bad. 
 
God gave them every opportunity. 
He set them up for victory. 
He repeated His word over and over and taught them again and again through his many 
prophets. 
And yet, they still failed. 
God’s handpicked nation eventually exiled, Israel in the north in 722BC and Judah in the 
South in 586 BC. 
For 70 years. 
And then they start returning. 
 
{Slide: Waves of return} 
 

 
 
And they rebuild the temple. 
But God’s Presence never fills it. 
And the people wait. 
For over four hundred years before Jesus came. 
 
3) The NT nation 
 
And two thousand years later and here we sit. 
What has changed? 
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We don’t have a physical nation anymore, nor do we have the land. 
We now have a spiritual nation. 
It’s not about the Israelites anymore, it’s about anyone who wants to make Jesus Lord. 
So are there new rules. 
 
Not really. 
Because it has never been about the rules, it’s always been about the heart. 
 
Be Humble - Keep the commands 
Be Holy - Do what is right 
Be Hungry - Thrust out those enemies 
 
Have we heard that before in the New Testament? 
 
{Slide: Humble Holy Hungry in the NT} 
 
Humble - Jam 4v10 - “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up” 
Holy - Rom 1v7 - “To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people” 
Hungry - Mat 5v6 - Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled.” 
 
Old Testament or New Testament, the requirements for a relationship with God have not 
changed. 
God keeps repeating the lessons, because we are slow learners and we forget quickly. 
 
{Slide: Logo - The People} 
 
In summary, let’s go through our list of requirements for a spiritual nation 
People - A nation built up of followers of Jesus 
Leadership - Led by evangelists and elders, depending on the state of the church 
Money - Funded by members from all corners of society encouraged to give generously 
Independence - With Jesus as the head of the body, in this world but not of this world 
Government - Directed by leadership, with many ministries led by deacons and teachers 
Law - Under God’s Law, the Bible. 
Culture - with cultural specifics like The Lord’s Supper, meeting on the first day of the week, 
setting aside a sum of money.  
Culture was however more about a changed lifestyle, “by this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another” (Joh 13v35) 
Military - We are not fighting physical battles anymore but Paul still calls us to, “Join with 
me in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2Tim 2v3) 
We are still in the military, our enemy has just changed shape. 
Faith - Used to be by sight, Pillar of fire and God’s voice and the like. I believe faith has 
matured because God has been visible enough in the past and we now have the Bible to tell 
us about everything that happened in the past. Now you either believe it or you don’t 
because, “faith is sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see”. (Heb 11v1) 
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Land - Everywhere, the whole world. It’s wherever we are. The reason is that the harvest, 
instead of produce from the land of milk and honey, has rather become about people and 
that “harvest is plentiful”. The problem is, “the workers are few” (Mat 9v37) 
 
God still has a people, a nation and His expectations for them has not changed from the first 
time He said to Abraham, “I will make you into a great nation”.  
We are still part of the original plan. 
 
Where we come from, determines where we are going. 
 

What God expected from His people then He still expects from us now, to be: 
Be Humble 
Be Holy 
Be Hungry 


