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BE	THE	CHURCH			

Our theme for the year is to BE THE CHURCH! 
 
We live in vey religious city. 

• The oldest church in South Africa is Die Groote Kerk  
• Of which the corner stone was laid on the 28 December 1700. 

 
If you look for a church in a church directory in Cape Town you will find … 
 
The usual suspect like … 

• Anglican, Catholic, Methodist, Dutch Reformed and Baptist. 
• Hillsong, His People, Common Ground, CRC 
• And Urban Edge. There are actually a couple of Edges.  

 
But there is also  

• The Abundant Life Center; Alpha and Omega Christian Fellowship 
• Amazing Grace Christian Church; Ambassadors for Christ  
• Independent Docks Mission Church; Upper Room Pentecostal Church  
• Baruch Worship Center; Open Door Fellowship  
• Bethel Tabernacle; Biker’s Church  
• Cape Town Korean Church; Celebration Covenant Church  

 
• Christ the King 
• Christ the Redemeer 
• Christ the Saviour  

 
• Church of Love and Grace 
• Church of Simon of Cyrene 
• Church of the Holy Spirt  
• Church of Nativity  
• Church of the Resurrection  
• Church of the Transfiguration  
• Church on Main  
• Connect Church 
• Connection Church  

 
• Doxa Deo; Eternal Flame; Glad Tidings Church  
• Jesus Victory Fellowship; Kaleidoscope 
• King of Kings; Life Church; Life Changers Church  
• Living Hope Bible Church; Oasis Family Fellowship 
• Obed Eden Tabernacle; Engedi Church, River of God 
• River of Life; South Point  



	 2	

 
Then you get the all the Saints 

• St Aiden, St Andrew, St Anne, St Augustine of Hippo 
• St Barnabas, St Chad, St Clare, St Columba 
• St Cyprian, St Domonique, St Faith, St Frances 
• St George, St James, St John , St Luke 
• St Margarets, St Mark’s, St Martin 
• St Matthew, Michael, Monteque, Nicholas, Oswald, Paul, Peter, Stephen’s, Timonty 

… 
 
Largest Church Auditorium: Redeemed Christian Church of God  

• Can accommodate more than a million people.  
• Entire floor is made of marble  

 
Drive in Church – Daytone Beach Drive In Christian Church  
 
BUT why did Jesus come to earth? 

• Why did he die a brutal death? 
• Was it so that we can Go to Church or … 
• So that we can BE THE CHURCH! 

 
Today we are going to look at … 

1. What is the church? 
2. When did it begin? 
3. What is it’s purpose? 
4. What does it mean to BE the Church? 

 
 
WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 
Church = Ekklesia = Assembly 
 
Sometimes it would be used to describe a “normal” assembly of people. 
 
In Acts 19 there was a situation where Paul’s preaching  

• Lead to people loosing business in the idol making world.  
 
 
29 Soon the whole city was in an uproar ... and all of them rushed into the theater together. 
 
32 The assembly (Ekklesia)was in confusion: Some were shouting one thing, some 
another. Most of the people did not even know why they were there.  
 
City clerk steps up, tells them to settle the issue in court. 
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39 If there is anything further you want to bring up, it must be settled in a legal assembly 

(Ekklesia).  
 
41 After he had said this, he dismissed the assembly (Ekklesia).  
 
 
 
 
Sometimes just used to describe a “assembly” of people.  
 
In the passages where the word “Ekklesia” is translated as church … 

• It didn’t merely refer to a group that just congregated together.  
• But rather referred to an assembly/ group of people … 
• Called out of the world.  

 
 

Acts 8:1 On that day a great persecution broke out against the (Ekklesia)in Jerusalem, 
and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.  
 

Acts 8:3 Saul began to destroy the (Ekklesia). Going from house to house, he dragged 
off both men and women and put them in prison.  
 

Acts 11:26 26 … Barnabas and Saul met with the church(Ekklesia) and taught great 
numbers of people.  
 
Acts 12:5 5 … Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for 
him.  
 
 
 
 
 

DRAWING TO SHOW 
 
 
 
Jesus uses this word in both Matthew 16 and 18. 
 
In Matthew 16:18 when Jesus says to Peter … “on this rock (“You are the Christ, the son 
of the living God) I will build my church (Ekklesia)and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it.” 
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Then again in Matthew 18:15–17 15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their 
fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over.  
 
16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be 
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’  
 
17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the (Ekklesia)and if they refuse to listen even to 

the (Ekklesia), treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.  
 
When Jesus spoke of the “church” (Matthew 16:18; 18:17)  

• It was very familiar to his Jewish audience.  
 
In the book of Deuteronomy they met together as the Ekklesia … 

• Before the Lord at Horeb.  
 
In the book of Deuteronomy (9:10; 10:4; 18:16) 

• God repeatedly referred to his people as the Ekkelsia (his assembly) 
 
And time and again throughout the Old Testament 

• God would assemble his people before him.  
• They assembled several times a year in Jerusalem for the sacred festivals 

 
The prophets of old looked forward to a time … 

• When there would be a great assembly of God’s people  

• And that that assembly would include all nations.  
 
In the Old Testament … 

• God did not only refer to his people as the assembly 
• But also as his holy people or chosen possession  

 

Deuteronomy 7:6 6 For you (the collective) are a people holy to the Lord your God. The 

Lord your God has chosen you (the collective) out of all the peoples on the face of the 

earth to be his people, his treasured possession.  
 
Exodus 19:5–6 5 Now if you (the collective) obey me fully and keep my covenant, then 

out of all nations you (the collective) will be my treasured possession. Although 

the whole earth is mine, 6 you (the collective) will be for me a kingdom of priests 

and a holy nation.’  
 
Does that description or terminology of the people of God  

• Sound familiar.  
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In the New Testament the Apostle speaks to those who are in Christ and says… 
 
The New Testament then uses that same terminology  

• For all those who are in Christ (the church). 
 

1 Peter 2:9–10 9 But you (the collective) are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession …  
 
Why has God chosen you as his people  

• Why has he made you a royal priesthood and a holy nation? 
 

… that (there is a reason) you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light.  
 
10 Once you (the collective)  were not a people, but now you (the collective)  are the 
people of God; once you you (the collective) had not received mercy, but now you 

you (the collective) have received mercy.  
 
So what is the Church? The Ekklesia? Assembly?  

• Is it the Sunday, what we call “worship service?” 
 

No, It is the people of God (collective) called out of the world to be … 
• His Chosen People 
• His Royal Priesthood 
• His Holy Nation and  
• Special Possession  

 

And he has called them out so that they will declare his praises.  
 
So, when did this Church/ Ekkleisa / People of God  

• Who are to declare his praises, start? 
 
 
Not in Acts 2, but actually in Genesis 12:1 when Abraham was called out of the world 
when God said to him … “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to 
the land I will show you.  
 
2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and 
you will be a blessing.  
 



	 6	

3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you.”  
 
What did God say to Abraham? 

• I want you to be separate from the world (set apart)  
• And I am going to make you into a great nation.  
• I will bless you. 
• You will be a blessing  
• And all the people on the earth will be blessed through you!  

 
What is the Church/ Ekklesia/ the Assembly 

• The people of God called out of the world.  
• Whom he would bless, so that they could be a blessing.  
• And that the whole world could be blessed through them. 
• As they declare God’s wonderful praises.  

 
 

THE OVERLAP OF REALMS 
 
Matthew 17:1–3 1 … Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, 
and led them up a high mountain by themselves.  

• Jesus goes up the mountain with his inner circle (Peter, James and John) 
 
2 There he was transfigured (metamorphoō) before them. His face shone like the sun, and 
his clothes became as white as the light.  
 
3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.  
 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three 
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  
 
Ok, that seems like an out of the world experience. 

• Where on earth did Moses and Elijah come from?   
• Was this one of those STAR TREK things?  

 
This was an overlap of realms  

• In other words, a place and time where … 
• Heaven and earth was overlapping.  

 
This overlap of realms is what the ancient Jews believed … 

• About the tabernacle and the Temple  
• Based on their study and understanding of the Scriptures.  

 
Before the Solomon’s Temple was built … 
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• God’s presence would break into the present age (while in the desert) 
• In the tent (called a Tabernacle.)  

 
This tent had to be placed in the middle of the Israelite camp … 

• Wherever they moved about in the desert.  
 
Whenever God wanted to speak to Moses  

• His Shekinah Glory would fill the tabernacle while speaking to Moses.  
 

The Israelites would come near the tabernacle to hear from God … 
• Worship him, and be in his presence  
• (Exodus 40:34; Leviticus 9:23; Numbers 14:10).  

 
In later years when they settled in the Promised Land 

• The tabernacle was eventually replaced by Solomon’s Temple.  
 
Above all else, the Temple was the place  

• Where God’s presence could be found amongst his people.  
 
It was always the Lord’s desire … 

• To “dwell” or “tabernacle” among his people  
• And the Temple was the means through which he would do that.  
• In 586 BC Solomon’s temple was destroyed  
• And God’s presence departed from Israel.  

 
It was against this background that the apostle John said, “ 
 
 “ 14 And the Word became flesh (referring to Jesus) and dwelt (or tabernacle) among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” John 1:14 - (ESV) 
 
John 1:14 14 The Word became flesh (referring to Jesus) and made his dwelling among us 

(the Greek there is, tabernacle among us). We have seen his glory, (Shekinah) the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 

Throughout his ministry Jesus sent signals that he was the true Temple.  
• One of the reasons that the Jewish leaders, for example … 
• Were so upset when Jesus would claim to be able to forgive sin  
• Is that was the function of the temple.  

 
Jesus was the embodiment of heaven.  

• He was the manifestation and location … 
• Of God’s presence in the present age.  
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He was the place where heaven and earth overlapped  
• And where God’s will could be found perfectly.  

 
It was through Jesus that God was dwelling with his people.  

• Not in through a physical tent or temple, but in a man. 
 
And that same presence (Shekinah Glory) and power … 

• That was once found in the tabernacle and the temple  
• Was now present in the life and person of Jesus the Messiah.  

 
The glory and presence of God  

• Would never again be found in a structure built by human hands.  
 
In order to meet God, talk with God, worship God …  

• You no longer needed to go to a tent, a temple, or any other place.  
• All of that could now be found in Christ.  

• For all of those who were in Christ.  
 
Pretty intense stuff, but it doesn’t end there.  

• The New Testament writers had even more shocking truths to reveal … 
• To reveal to the People.  

 

1 Corinthians 3:16–17 16 Don’t you know that you (the collective, the people of God) 

yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit (his shekinah glory) dwells in your 
midst?  
 
17 If anyone destroys God’s temple (the people of God/ the church), God will destroy that 

person; for God’s temple (the people of God/ the church), is sacred, and you (the 

collective) together are that temple.  
 
You are the body of Christ … 

• And as such you are the temple or tabernacle  
• In which the Shekinah glory and presence of the Lord is to be found.  

 
What did Paul mean by this? He was telling them that … 

• In the desert, heaven and earth overlapped in the tabernacle.  
• In the promise land, heaven and earth overlapped in the temple.  

 
Now, heaven and earth is overlapping in the People of God.  

• The Church, the Ekklesia  
• And the people of God is where the presence of God 
• Can now be found on earth. 
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They (the collective) were now the place  
• Where God chose to Tabernacle among the people.  

 
When we become Christians we are no longer just individuals.  

• Rather our identity is defined by being part of the Ekklesia … 
• Being part of God’s people.  
• And as the people of God together we (together) … 
• Form the living temple of the Holy Spirit.  

 
That is not what modern version of Christianity teach tough.  

• Modern version teach that salvation is an individual event.  
• Something personal just between me and God.  

 

 
 
 
That is NOT what they bible teacher though! 

• What the bible teaches is that to be a part of God’s Ekklesia.  
 

 
 
THIS is not a personal choice or preference. 
 

As the apostle Paul said in  Ephesians 3:10 God’s “… intent was that now, through the 
church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly realms …”  
 
When you read the New Testament through that lens … 

• That God is in relation with the people who are in Christ in his church 
• You will come away with a distinct impression …   
• That the primary purpose of the church … 
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• Is to be a living and active colony of heaven  
• In the present age.  

 
As you read the New Testament through the lens …  

• That God is in relation with the people who are in Christ in his church 
• You will come away with a distinct impression …   
• That the primary purpose of the church … 

• Is to be a living and active colony of heaven  
• In the present age.  

 
Suddenly scriptures like Matthew 6 will make more sense when Jesus said … 9 “This, then, 
is how you should pray: “ ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven (Matthew 6:9–10). 
 
Jesus encouraged his people (the Ekklesia) to pray … 

• That God would enable them … 
• To do his will on earth as perfectly as it is done in heaven.  

 
Because when we are the collective … 

• Live under the Rule and Reign of God on earth … 
• We become an outpost of heaven.  

 
In other words, through us, the collective … 

• Heaven starts to break into earth.  
• And the bigger the people of God become … 
• The greater the Overlap of Heaven and Earth will be.  

 
Ok, changing gears … 
 

Why even create these Outpost of Heaven on Earth? 
 
 
The early church fathers used a great Greek word to describe the trinity. 

• It is the word Perichoresis … 
• Important word for us to know. 
• Can you say that with me? Perichoresis 

 
It is a compound word.  

• The first word is Peri –  
• Is where we get the word Perimeter or Periscope  
• It means round or circle.  
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And the 2nd part is – Choresis  
• And that is where we get the world Choreography  
• And it means “The Dance.” 

 
It is this image of a “Circle Dance.” 
 
In most western cultures we have lost the idea that …  

• That when people celebrate … 
• They do it by dancing in circles.  

 
Many culture still do it.  

• The Hebrew culture … 
• Hava, Nagila Hava, Nagila Hava, Nagila We-nie-shmê-ja …  
• Let us Rejoice and be Happy.   

 
The Jewish Culture and many others, dance in a circle to Celebrate. 
 

• That is such a wonderful image of how the Holy Trinity works 
• Before there was time, There was a dance.  
• A circular dance between the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
• And this dance was filled with love, harmony, joy and intimacy.  

 
And the Trinity wanted to share it, so they made man kind.  

• In order that they could pull others into the Divine Dance.  
• And share with the Father this love, harmony, joy and intimacy. 

 
 
So what does it mean to BE THE CHURCH  

• It means to be the People of God wherever we work live or play 
• And pull the world into the Heavenly Life and the Divine Dance.  

 
Matthew 16:13–18 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  
 
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.”  
 
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
 
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 
man, but by my Father in heaven.  

• It is God that enabled you to see this.  
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18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not overcome it.  
 
What gives me confidence … 

• That the church will be built and will make it to the end  
• Is that JESUS is the one who is actually building it.   

 
HE is the one … 

• That is sustaining it, protecting it and regenerating from age to age.  
• And generation to generation.   

 
And that is the only thing that he will be doing … 

• Between Now and the end of History? 
• He is only building HIS church. 

 
He is not directing the angelic choir, they singing fine without him 

• He is not fretting about the planets spinning out of their orbit 
• Because they are behaving nicely.  

 
His full-time 24/7 focus is on Building HIS Church?  

• Because the Church, His People is the Hope of the World.  
• The hope of the world! 

 
One of the greatest privileges in life … 

• Is when Jesus taps you on the shoulder and says … 
• Hey Barend, Mfudno, Andre, Tefo … 
• I have a critical role for you to play as I am building my church… 
• In this world. 

 
And part of the reason that I called you to myself … 

• And redeemed you from sin … 
• And gifted you with spiritual gifts 
• And prepared you your whole life 
• Was for you to play this critical role in the church … 
• That I am building.  

 
I need you Barend, I need you Mfundo.  

• Will you join me as I build my church? 
• It is the hope of the world, you know. 

 
HOW do you say No to an invitation like that? 

• How do you blow that off? 
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Teen wanting to hide under the table 
 

 
How do you just blow of God’s call? 

• Saying, sorry God, I know you are busy building church … 
• But I have a lot going on … 
• I need build my retirement fund, raise my kids… 
• Bills to pay, errands to run, work project to finish 
• Holiday’s to go on, TV series to watch.  

 
SO why don’t you just keep on building … 

• Why don’t you just keep on doing your good work.  
 
TONIGHT I want to say to you, DON”T BE THAT GUY! 

• You will regret it for eternity.  
 
How can we say we love God … 

• That he is our greatest treasure, joy and delight.  
• But we don’t engage in the building of his church.  
• Because you don’t have the time, the courage, the faith … 

 
• It doesn’t make sense.  

 
It has never made sense to me … 

• How someone can say that they love God 
• And yet when he taps them on the shoulder  
• To join in the greatest endeavor that is going on on this Planet.  
• They say, No thanks, I am doing my thing. 

 
It doesn’t compute and I hope it never does.  

• And I hope to God it never does.  
 
 
I think the morning prayer of every person  

• Who calls them self a disciple of Jesus/ Mathētēs should be … 
 
God, in this brand new day 

• I once again commit myself with vigor to the role that you … 
• Have called me to play in the building of YOUR church.  

 
And as in every day … 

• I am still struck with Awe and wonder … 
• That you would include me in this Amazing … 
• Life giving, World transforming endeavor …  
• Called the church. 
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So today, I joyfully offer you again … 

• My love, my heart, my talents, my energy, my creativity  
• My faithfulness, my resources and my gratitude.  

 
I commit all of myself to the role that you have assigned to me 

• In the building of your church.  
• So that it will thrive in our city and in our world.   

 
So I will bring my best to the table today, God. 

• You deserve it and your church deserves it. 
• For it is the hope of the world, I know. 

 
 
How about praying that prayer every day?  
 
Can you imagine what would happen in our world? 

• If every person who calls themselves a disciple/ Mathētēs of Jesus. 
• Would pray that prayer of surrender every single day 

 
AND then get up of off their knees …  

• And join God FULL ON in the building of his church? 
 
I do not think that our minds will be able to grasp … 

• What would happen in the church and in our city.  
• If every disciple in Cape Town did just that.  

 
The gates of hell that Jesus mentioned will be pushed back.  

• And the church will prevail in ways we have never imagined.  
 
Let me ask you?  

• Is God still transcendently powerful? 
• Does the Holy Spirit still have his Stuff? 
• Does Jesus still redeem and restore his people. 
• Are the scriptures still as sharp as a double edges sword? 
• Can they still pierce and penetrate human hearts? 

 
YES, I believe it is so!  

• That is why we need to be what we have been called to BE. 
• THE CHURCH. EVERYDAY. 

 
 

So what is it going to take for us to BE THE CHURCH? 
• Name, Claim, Pin, DO! 


