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Who is this Man? 
Seeing and Savoring the Supremacy of Christ 

 
A couple of years ago, I started getting the feeling … 

• That I don’t think I am seeing Jesus for all that the is. 
 
I knew what he was like … 

• That he was the son of God/ God in the flesh.  
• Who always did the right thing.  
 

He was warm when he need to be warm. 
• Kind when he needs to be kind. 
• Intense when he needs to be intense.  
• Bold, courageous, gentle, self-sacrificing and … and … and … 

 
He was the perfect humans  

• And that he came to die for our sins. 
 
But I believed that there was more to it than that … 

• More to him … More to what he came to do.  
 
That I was seeing him, but only partially.  

• That I was not seeing him for all that he is. 
• And all that God is for us in him. 
• That I was not seeing the breath and scope … 
• Of what it was that he came to do on earth.  

 
And although he was my greatest commitment.  

• He was not my greatest affection.  
• And I wanted that to be different. 

 
So, for about the last 12 months or so … 

• I ventured into a continues study trying to figure out .. 
• Who he is and what it is that he came to do.  

 
From that I started to “loosely” put together a series of bible studies … 

• On Jesus is – Called knowing Jesus  
• Primarily to share my own learning with the teens.  
• As I realized that they didn’t really know Jesus either.  

 
The more I talked with people … 
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• The more I realized that I number of people were in my exact position 
 
And that I should maybe teach this to the church as a whole.  
 
Therefore, the Series … 

• Who is this Man? – Seeing & Savouring the Supremacy of Christ  
 
Couple of things before we start … 

1. There is no way to do this in one shot. 
• So, we are going to do 4 classes now.  
• And then maybe 4 later in the year or in 2019. 

 
2. There are an infinite number of dimensions to Jesus. 
• That I would never be able to cover in a life time.  
• So, in this series we are only going to look at 3 things. 
i) The importance of knowing Jesus. 
ii) Getting to know him better.  
iii) Who he is. (x2) 

 
3. What is my hope for us in our time together.  
• The tag line in the title.  
• That you will See and that you will Savour his Supremacy.  

 
In other words that you would be able to … 

• SEE that he is infinitely valuable and precious.  
• But also much more than that.  
• And, that you will not only see it, but grasp it, savour it. 
• Taste it … As the Psalmist said, “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” 

 
Without further a due, let’s jump into Lesson 1  

The Importance of Knowing Jesus  
Or, if you were to put it into a question format. 

• Do you think it is important to know Jesus and why? 
 
2 Corinthians 4:3–4 3 And even if our gospel (Evangelion – good news – Who Jesus is and everything that 

God is for us in him) is veiled, (concealed/ a mystery) it is veiled to those who are perishing. [those who are 

heading towards a spiritual death.] 

Why is it a mystery to them?  
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4 The god of this age (Satan)  has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see 

the light of the gospel  that displays the glory of Christ [Glory = doxa – splendor/ beauty, radiance, 

magnificence, greatness.  Christ =Christo’s –  the anointed one, messiah, deliverer of Israel) who is the image of God. 
[Image = eikon – living image or portrait.] 

 
 

 
 
2 Corinthians 4:5–6 5 For what we preach (kerysso = proclaim, make known, announce) is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ [The anointed one]  as Lord and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ 
sake.  
 
Why do they proclaim Jesus as the “anointed one” … 

• And as king and ruler of their lives? 
•  Why have they became servant of the gospel for Jesus sake? 

 
6 For (the reason) God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory (doxa – splendor,  beauty, majesty) 

displayed in the face of Christ.  [The Anointed one] 
 

 
 
So, why is it that Satan doesn’t want us to see Jesus for all that he is. 
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• And God wants us to see Jesus for all that he is. 
• And all that God is for us in him.  

 
Because …  

1.  Knowing Jesus enabled you to experience Eternal  L ife.   
 
John 17:1–3 1 After Jesus said this, [farewell  discourse John 14-16] he looked toward heaven and 
prayed: “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  

 
2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life [Zoê – Aionios - The 

life of the age to come] to all those you have given him.  
 
He then continues to define the life of the age to come by saying … 
3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent.  
 
By the time of Jesus many Jewish thinkers divided history into two periods:  

• ‘The present age’ and ‘the age to come’ 
 
They at the time have been slaves to other nations for 6 centuries.  

• And viewed the “age to come” as a time when … 
• YHWH (God) would “at last” act decisively to judge evil [aka the Roman empire]  
• Rescue Israel, and create a new world of justice and peace.  
• And all the righteous people who died beforehand. 
• Would then be raised to a new life in the new creation.  

 
The early Christians believed that … 

• Although the full blessings of “the age to come “still lie in the future.  
• Jesus is saying that you can already enter that life of the age to come.  
• The life of the new creation and fellowship with God …  
• Here and now.  

 
How? Back to verse 3 
3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent.  
 
By knowing God and knowing Jesus. 

• [Not knowing of, but having an intimate relationship with.] 
• Or knowing God through Jesus  
• Or as per our previous passage in Corinthians …  
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By God shining his light into our hearts … 
• In order to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God. 
• In the Face of Christ.  

 
 

2 .  Knowing Jesus is knowing the Father 
Again, we are in the middle of the farewell discourse.  

• He will be arrested soon.  
 
John 14:7–10 7 If you really know me [really have an intimate relationship with me.] you will know my 
Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”  
 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” [He clearly didn’t get what 

Jesus was saying.] 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among 
you such a long time?  
 
Phillip was seeing, but not seeing, hearing, but not hearing.  

• What do you learn from this?  
• It is possible to be with Jesus for a very long time  
• And still not know who he really is. 

 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  
 
10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? (John 10:30 “I and the 

Father are one.”)  The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing his work.  

 
What do you learn from this passage?  

• Knowing Jesus is knowing the Father.  
• Seeing Jesus is seeing the Father.  

 
Satan does not want us to know Jesus, nor the Father. 

• He doesn’t want us to see the light of the gospel of the Glory of Christ 
• And he doesn’t want us to have the knowledge of the glory of God  
• In the face of Christ.  
• Because knowing Jesus is knowing the Father. 
• And knowing the Father leads to eternal life … 
• Both here and now and forever more.  
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3.  Because knowing and receiving Jesus wil l  lead to us 
becoming chi ldren of  God.   

 
John 1:9–13 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 
He [Jesus – the true light] was in the world, and though the world was made through him [John 1:3 

“Through him all things were made.”], the world did not recognize him.  
 
The word “recognize” (in Greek) implies more than mere “recognition.” 

• In the O.T. “to know God” was not only to recognize who he is … 
• But more importantly, to respond to him in obedience and faith … 
• Because of who he is.  

 
With regards to Jesus, the world did not recognize him for who he was.  

• If they did, they would have treasured him above all else … 
• They would have responded in obedience and faith  
• And have joyfully and eagerly submitted to his rule and reign. 

 
 11 He came to that which was his own [The Jews – people of God.], but his own did not receive him.  
They didn’t respond to the teachings and the revelations … 

• That he brought from God and of God. 
 
12 Yet to all who did receive him … 

• To all who responded to his teachings … 
• To all who responded to the revelation he brought of God … 
• And from God.  

 
to those who believed in his name … [Believe = Pisteuo – to have a strong confidence or reliance on something or 

someone.]  
Believe = Pisteuo – to have a strong confidence in someone or something.  

• In other words to all who believed who he was … 
• And all that God was for them in him.  

 
he gave the right … [Exousia – (Ex-ou-sia) – the freedom of choice or capability]  
to become children of God—13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision 
or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
 
To all who did receive him and believed in his name. 

• To all those who did respond to his teachings … 
• And the revelation the he brought of God and from God.  
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4 .  Because knowing Jesus wil l  transform us into his image/ 
l ikeness.  

 
2 Corinthians 3:18 18 And we all [ Those who have turned to Christ.], who with unveiled faces (Open and 

enlightened hearts and minds) contemplate [Katoptrizo – to gaze at or behold something.] the Lord’s glory (doxa – 

splendor, beauty, greatness), are being transformed (matamorphoo –It means to be changed, transfigured into another form 

or image) into his image (Eikon – Living image, portrait, likness] with ever-increasing glory [From one degree of 

glory to another or are becoming brighter and brighter], which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.  
 
Satan does not want us to know Jesus, because knowing him, will transform us.  
 
 
 
Why does Satan not want us to see the glory [splendor & beauty] of Christ?  

• Because if we see Jesus for all that he is … 
• And everything that God is for us in him 

 
If we see that we will embrace him as the greatest treasure of the universe  

• And we will joyfully and eagerly submit our lives to his rule and reign.  
• It will be a no brainer! 

 
 
Is it important to know Jesus?   

• By all means, YES!  
 
It is through our intimate knowledge of him that … 

1. We are able to have eternal life right here and now.  
2. We are able to see and know the Father.  
3. We are able become children of God, 
4. We can be transformed into his image, with an ever-increasing glory … 
• Which is from the Lord.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


