
The Promised 

Family 

Jesus and the Family of God 

Ephesians 2:19 

Consequently, you are no 

longer foreigners and aliens, 

but fellow citizens with 

God's people and members of 

God's household 

Galatians 3:26-29 

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God 

through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 2
8 There is 

neither Jew nor Gentile, n
either slave nor free, neither 

male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 

If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, 

and heirs according to the promise. 



The	Blueprint	



But	Instead	



Our	Blueprint	



But	Instead	



19Consequently,	you	are	no	longer	
foreigners	and	aliens,	but	fellow	
citizens	with	God's	people	and	
members	of	God's	household	

Ephesians	2:19	



19Consequently,	you	are	no	longer	
foreigners	and	aliens,	but	fellow	
citizens	with	God's	people	and	
members	of	God's	household	

Ephesians	2:19	



•  What	group	forms	the	basis	for	your	
identity?	

•  What	group	receives	your	highest	loyalty?	
•  What	group	brings	you	security	and	
comfort?	

•  Who	would	you	most	trust	your	kids	with?	
•  Where	do	you	go	for	holidays?	

Who	is	Your	“Family”	



THE	PROMISE	
The	Coming	of	the	Family	



Genesis	12:1-3	
	1	The	LORD	had	said	to	Abram,	"Leave	your	country,	
your	people	and	your	father's	household	and	go	to	the	
land	I	will	show	you.		2	"I	will	make	you	into	a	great	nation		
							and	I	will	bless	you;		
							I	will	make	your	name	great,		
							and	you	will	be	a	blessing.		
	3	I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,		
							and	whoever	curses	you	I	will	curse;		
							and	all	peoples	on	earth		
							will	be	blessed	through	you."		



Genesis	17:3-7	
3	Abram	fell	facedown,	and	God	said	to	him,	4	"As	for	
me,	this	is	my	covenant	with	you:	You	will	be	the	father	
of	many	nations.	5	No	longer	will	you	be	called	Abram;	
your	name	will	be	Abraham,	for	I	have	made	you	a	
father	of	many	nations.	6	I	will	make	you	very	fruitful;	I	
will	make	nations	of	you,	and	kings	will	come	from	you.	7	
I	will	establish	my	covenant	as	an	everlasting	covenant	
between	me	and	you	and	your	descendants	after	you	
for	the	generations	to	come,	to	be	your	God	and	the	
God	of	your	descendants	after	you.	



Isaiah	2:2-4	
2	In	the	last	days		
							the	mountain	of	the	LORD's	temple	will	be	established		
							as	chief	among	the	mountains;		
							it	will	be	raised	above	the	hills,		
							and	all	nations	will	stream	to	it.		
	3	Many	peoples	will	come	and	say,		
							"Come,	let	us	go	up	to	the	mountain	of	the	LORD,		
							to	the	house	of	the	God	of	Jacob.		
							He	will	teach	us	his	ways,		
							so	that	we	may	walk	in	his	paths."		
							The	law	will	go	out	from	Zion,		
							the	word	of	the	LORD	from	Jerusalem.		
	4	He	will	judge	[Govern	or	rule	over]	the	nations		
							and	will	settle	disputes	for	many	peoples.		
							They	will	beat	their	swords	into	plowshares		
							and	their	spears	into	pruning	hooks.		
							Nation	will	not	take	up	sword	against	nation,		
							nor	will	they	train	for	war	anymore.		



GOD’S	FAITHFULNESS		
	

Can	God	be	Trusted?	



The	Big	Question	of	the	First	
Century:	

•  How	could	YHWH	possibly	fulfill	all	of	
these	promises?	
–  Bless	the	whole	world	(deal	with	
problem	of	sin)?	

– One	family?		Descendants	of	Abraham?	
–  Consist	of	all	Nations?	



Romans	1:16-17	
		16	I	am	not	ashamed	of	the	gospel,	because	it	
is	the	power	of	God	that	brings	salvation	to	
everyone	who	believes:	first	to	the	Jew,	then	
to	the	Gentile.	17	For	in	the	gospel	the	
righteousness	of	God	is	revealed	.	.	.	

All	of	God’s	promises	are	“yes”	in	Christ	–	2	
Corinthians	1:20		



Galatians	3:7-9	
	7	Understand,	then,	that	those	who	have	
faith	are	children	of	Abraham.	8	Scripture	
foresaw	that	God	would	justify	the	
Gentiles	by	faith,	and	announced	the	
gospel	in	advance	to	Abraham:	“All	
nations	will	be	blessed	through	you.”9	
So	those	who	rely	on	faith	are	blessed	
along	with	Abraham,	the	man	of	faith	



Acts	10:34-35	

	34Then	Peter	began	to	speak:	"I	now	
realize	how	true	it	is	that	God	does	not	
show	favoritism	35but	accepts	men	
from	every	nation	who	fear	him	and	
do	what	is	right.	



Revelation	5:9-10	
9	And	they	sang	a	new	song,	saying:		
							"You	are	worthy	to	take	the	scroll		
						 		and	to	open	its	seals,		
							 	because	you	were	slain,		
						 		and	with	your	blood	

	you	purchased	for	God		
							 	members	of	every	tribe	and		

	language	and	people	and	nation.		
•  				10	You	have	made	them	to	be	a	 	kingdom	and	

priests	to	serve	our	 	God,	and	they	will	reign	on	the	
earth."		



Romans	8:14-17	
14because	those	who	are	led	by	the	Spirit	of	
God	are	sons	of	God.	15For	you	did	not	receive	
a	spirit	that	makes	you	a	slave	again	to	fear,	
but	you	received	the	Spirit	of	sonship.	And	
by	him	we	cry,	"Abba,	Father."	16The	Spirit	
himself	testifies	with	our	spirit	that	we	are	
God's	children.	17Now	if	we	are	children,	then	
we	are	heirs—heirs	of	God	and	co-heirs	with	
Christ	



Romans	9:6-13	
	6It	is	not	as	though	God's	word	had	failed.	For	not	all	who	are	
descended	from	Israel	are	Israel.	7Nor	because	they	are	his	
descendants	are	they	all	Abraham's	children.	On	the	
contrary,	"It	is	through	Isaac	that	your	offspring	will	be	
reckoned."	8In	other	words,	it	is	not	the	natural	children	who	
are	God's	children,	but	it	is	the	children	of	the	promise	who	
are	regarded	as	Abraham's	offspring.	9For	this	was	how	the	
promise	was	stated:	"At	the	appointed	time	I	will	return,	and	
Sarah	will	have	a	son.“	
10Not	only	that,	but	Rebekah's	children	had	one	and	the	same	
father,	our	father	Isaac.	11Yet,	before	the	twins	were	born	or	
had	done	anything	good	or	bad—in	order	that	God's	purpose	
in	election	might	stand:	12not	by	works	but	by	him	who	calls—
she	was	told,	"The	older	will	serve	the	younger.“	13Just	as	it	is	
written:	"Jacob	I	loved,	but	Esau	I	hated."	



Ephesians	2:11-19	
12	remember	that	at	that	time	you	were	separate	from	
Christ,	excluded	from	citizenship	in	Israel	and	
foreigners	to	the	covenants	of	the	promise,	without	
hope	and	without	God	in	the	world.	13	But	now	in	Christ	
Jesus	you	who	once	were	far	away	have	been	brought	
near	by	the	blood	of	Christ.		14	For	he	himself	is	our	
peace,	who	has	made	the	two	groups	one	and	has	
destroyed	the	barrier,	the	dividing	wall	of	hostility,	15	by	
setting	aside	in	his	flesh	the	law	with	its	commands	and	
regulations.	His	purpose	was	to	create	in	himself	one	
new	humanity	out	of	the	two,	thus	making	peace,	19	…
Consequently,	you	are	no	longer	foreigners	and	
strangers,	but	fellow	citizens	with	God’s	people	and	
also	members	of	his	household	



1	John	3:1-2	
	1	See	what	great	love	the	Father	has	lavished	
on	us,	that	we	should	be	called	children	of	
God!	And	that	is	what	we	are!	The	reason	the	
world	does	not	know	us	is	that	it	did	not	
know	him.	2	Dear	friends,	now	we	are	
children	of	God,	and	what	we	will	be	has	not	
yet	been	made	known.	But	we	know	that	
when	Christ	appears,	we	shall	be	like	him,	for	
we	shall	see	him	as	he	is.	



JESUS’	ROLE	AND	THE	FAMILY	
The	True	Israel	



The	True	Vine	
1	"I	am	the	true	vine,	and	my	Father	is	the	gardener.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 		 							John	15:1	
	
7	The	vineyard	of	the	LORD	Almighty		
							is	the	house	of	Israel,		
							and	the	people	of	Judah		
							are	the	vines	he	delighted	in.		
							And	he	looked	for	justice,	but	saw	bloodshed;	for	
righteousness,	but	heard	cries	of	distress.	
																																																																					Isaiah	5:7	



The	True	Son	
22	Then	say	to	Pharaoh,	'This	is	what	the	LORD	says:	Israel	is	my	
firstborn	son,	23	and	I	told	you,	"Let	my	son	go,	so	he	may	worship	
me."	But	you	refused	to	let	him	go;	so	I	will	kill	your	firstborn	son.'	“	

	 	 	 	 	Exodus	4:22-23	
	

16	For	God	so	loved	the	world	that	he	gave	his	one	and	only	Son,	that	
whoever	believes	in	him	shall	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.	

	John	3:16	
	

22	and	the	Holy	Spirit	descended	on	him	in	bodily	form	like	a	dove.	
And	a	voice	came	from	heaven:	"You	are	my	Son,	whom	I	love;	
with	you	I	am	well	pleased.”	

Luke	3:22	



John	8:31-41	
31	To	the	Jews	who	had	believed	him,	Jesus	said,	“If	you	hold	to	my	teaching,	you	
are	really	my	disciples.	32	Then	you	will	know	the	truth,	and	the	truth	will	set	you	
free.”		33	They	answered	him,	“We	are	Abraham’s	descendants	and	have	never	
been	slaves	of	anyone.	How	can	you	say	that	we	shall	be	set	free?”		
	34	Jesus	replied,	“Very	truly	I	tell	you,	everyone	who	sins	is	a	slave	to	sin.	35	Now	
a	slave	has	no	permanent	place	in	the	family,	but	a	son	belongs	to	it	forever.	36	
So	if	the	Son	sets	you	free,	you	will	be	free	indeed.	37	I	know	that	you	are	
Abraham’s	descendants.	Yet	you	are	looking	for	a	way	to	kill	me,	because	you	
have	no	room	for	my	word.	38	I	am	telling	you	what	I	have	seen	in	the	Father’s	
presence,	and	you	are	doing	what	you	have	heard	from	your	father.[b]”		
	39	“Abraham	is	our	father,”	they	answered.	“If	you	were	Abraham’s	children,”	
said	Jesus,	“then	you	would[c]	do	what	Abraham	did.	40	As	it	is,	you	are	looking	
for	a	way	to	kill	me,	a	man	who	has	told	you	the	truth	that	I	heard	from	God.	
Abraham	did	not	do	such	things.	41	You	are	doing	the	works	of	your	own	father.”		
“We	are	not	illegitimate	children,”	they	protested.	“The	only	Father	we	have	is	
God	himself.”		



Luke	3:7-8	
John	said	to	the	crowds	coming	out	to	be	
baptized	by	him,	“You	brood	of	vipers!	
Who	warned	you	to	flee	from	the	coming	
wrath?		Produce	fruit	in	keeping	with	
repentance.	And	do	not	begin	to	say	to	
yourselves,	‘We	have	Abraham	as	our	
father.’	For	I	tell	you	that	out	of	these	
stones	God	can	raise	up	children	for	
Abraham.	



Mark	3:31-35	
31	Then	Jesus'	mother	and	brothers	arrived.	Standing	
outside,	they	sent	someone	in	to	call	him.	32	A	crowd	
was	sitting	around	him,	and	they	told	him,	"Your	mother	
and	brothers	are	outside	looking	for	you."		
			
33	"Who	are	my	mother	and	my	brothers?"	he	asked.		
34	Then	he	looked	at	those	seated	in	a	circle	around	him	

and	said,	"Here	are	my	mother	and	my	brothers!	35	
Whoever	does	God's	will	is	my	brother	and	sister	and	
mother."		



Luke	11:27-28	
27	As	Jesus	was	saying	these	things,	a	
woman	in	the	crowd	called	out,	
"Blessed	is	the	mother	who	gave	you	
birth	and	nursed	you."		
28	He	replied,	"Blessed	rather	are	those	
who	hear	the	word	of	God	and	obey	
it."		



Mark	10:28-31	
28	Then	Peter	spoke	up,	"We	have	left	everything	
to	follow	you!"	29	"Truly	I	tell	you,"	Jesus	replied,	
"no	one	who	has	left	home	or	brothers	or	sisters	
or	mother	or	father	or	children	or	fields	for	me	
and	the	gospel	30	will	fail	to	receive	a	hundred	
times	as	much	in	this	present	age:	homes,	
brothers,	sisters,	mothers,	children	and	fields—
along	with	persecutions—and	in	the	age	to	come	
eternal	life.	31	But	many	who	are	first	will	be	last,	
and	the	last	first."		



Galatians	3:26-29	
	26	So	in	Christ	Jesus	you	are	all	children	
of	God	through	faith,	27	for	all	of	you	who	
were	baptized	into	Christ	have	clothed	
yourselves	with	Christ.	28	There	is	neither	
Jew	nor	Gentile,	neither	slave	nor	free,	
neither	male	nor	female,	for	you	are	all	
one	in	Christ	Jesus.	29	If	you	belong	to	
Christ,	then	you	are	Abraham's	seed,	and	
heirs	according	to	the	promise.	



Galatians	6:10	
10	Therefore,	as	we	have	opportunity,	
let	us	do	good	to	all	people,	especially	
to	those	who	belong	to	the	family	of	
believers.	



Hebrews	3:1,	6	
1	Therefore,	holy	brothers	and	sisters,	who	
share	in	the	heavenly	calling,	fix	your	
thoughts	on	Jesus,	whom	we	acknowledge	as	
our	apostle	and	high	priest.		
6	But	Christ	is	faithful	as	the	Son	over	God’s	
house.	And	we	are	his	house,	if	indeed	we	
hold	firmly	to	our	confidence	and	the	hope	in	
which	we	glory.	



John	1:12-13	
Yet	to	all	who	did	receive	him,	to	those	
who	believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	the	
right	to	become	children	of	God—
children	born	not	of	natural	descent,	
nor	of	human	decision	or	a	husband’s	
will,	but	born	of	God.	





THE	ANATOMY	OF	A	FAMILY	
The	Ancient	Church	was	a	Family	



John	14:2-3	
2	My	Father's	house	has	plenty	of	
room;	if	that	were	not	so,	would	I	have	
told	you	that	I	am	going	there	to	
prepare	a	place	for	you?	3	And	if	I	go	
and	prepare	a	place	for	you,	I	will	
come	back	and	take	you	to	be	with	me	
that	you	also	may	be	where	I	am.	



The	Modern	View	of	Salvation	
The	Emphasis	is	solely	on	the	Individual	

GOD	

ME	

GOD	

ME	

Restored	
Relationship	

Broken	
Relationship	



The	Biblical	View	of	Salvation	
The	Emphasis	is	on	the	Community	

GOD	

ME	

GOD	

Restored	
Relationship	

Broken	
Relationship	

“A”	

“B”	

The	Promised	
Family	of	God	

ME	

“A”	

“B”	

Family	of	
Fallen	
Humanity	



Our	Typical	View	of	Baptism	
Based	on	Romans	6	



Biblical	View	of	Baptism	
Based	on	Romans	6	and	1	Corinthians	12,	etc.	



1	Corinthians	12:13-14	
13	For	we	were	all	baptized	by	one	
Spirit	so	as	to	form	one	body—
whether	Jews	or	Gentiles,	slave	or	free
—and	we	were	all	given	the	one	Spirit	
to	drink.	14	Even	so	the	body	is	not	
made	up	of	one	part	but	of	many.	



NEW	CREATION	VIEW	
The	Early	Church’s	



1.	Identity	
	

The	Family	viewed	other	
Christians	very	differently	



The	Church	was		a	family	
9	But	you	are	a	chosen	people,	a	royal	priesthood,	a	
holy	nation,	God’s	special	possession,	that	you	may	
declare	the	praises	of	him	who	called	you	out	of	
darkness	into	his	wonderful	light.	10	Once	you	were	
not	a	people,	but	now	you	are	the	people	of	God;	
-	1	Peter	2:9-10	
	
See	what	great	love	the	Father	has	lavished	on	us,	
that	we	should	be	called	children	of	God!	And	that	is	
what	we	are!	–	1	John	3:1	



1	Corinthians	6:6-9	
•  6	But	instead,	one	brother	goes	to	law	
against	another—and	this	in	front	of	
unbelievers!					7	The	very	fact	that	you	
have	lawsuits	among	you	means	you	have	
been	completely	defeated	already.	Why	
not	rather	be	wronged?	Why	not	rather	be	
cheated?	8	Instead,	you	yourselves	cheat	
and	do	wrong,	and	you	do	this	to	your	
brothers	and	sisters.	9	Or	do	you	not	know	
that	wrongdoers	will	not	inherit	the	
kingdom	of	God?		



Lucian	of	Samosata	–	165	AD	
A	critic	of	the	early	church	

“The	poor	wretches	have	convinced	
themselves,	first	and	foremost,	that	
they	are	going	to	be	immortal	and	
live	for	all	time	[so]	they	despise	
death	and	even	willingly	give	
themselves	into	custody,	most	of	
them.”			



Lucian	of	Samosata	–	165	AD	
A	critic	of	the	early	church	

“Furthermore,	their	first	lawgiver	persuaded	
them	that	they	are	all	brothers	of	one	
another	after	they	have	transgressed	once	
for	all	by	denying	the	Greek	gods	and	by	
worshipping	that	crucified	sophist	himself	
and	living	under	his	laws.		Therefore	they	
despise	all	things	indiscriminately	and	
consider	them	common	property,	receiving	
such	doctrines	traditionally	without	any	
definite	evidence.”			



Galatians	3:26-29	
So	in	Christ	Jesus	you	are	all	children	of	
God	through	faith,	27	for	all	of	you	who	
were	baptized	into	Christ	have	clothed	
yourselves	with	Christ.	28	There	is	neither	
Jew	nor	Gentile,	neither	slave	nor	
free,	nor	is	there	male	and	female,	for	
you	are	all	one	in	Christ	Jesus.	29	If	you	
belong	to	Christ,	then	you	are	Abraham’s	
seed,	and	heirs	according	to	the	promise.	



Clement	of	Alexandria	–	c.	195	AD	
God	brought	our	race	into	communion	by	
first	imparting	what	was	his	own,	when	he	gave	his	own	word	
common	to	all,	and	made	all	things	for	all.		All	things	
therefore	are	common,	and	not	for	the	rich	to	appropriate	an	
undue	share.		That	expression,	therefore,	“possess	and	
possess	in	abundance,	why	then	should	I	not	enjoy?’	is	
suitable	neither	to	the	man,	nor	to	society.		But	more	worthy	
of	love	is	that:	‘I	have,	why	should	I	not	give	to	those	who	
need?’		For	such	a	one,	one	who	fulfills	the	command,	‘Thou	
shalt	love	they	neighbor	as	thyself’	is	perfect.		For	this	is	the	
true	luxury,	the	treasured	wealth.		But	that	which	is	
squandered	on	foolish	lusts	is	to	be	reckoned	waste,	not	
expenditure.			



Romans	12:5	
…so	in	Christ	we,	though	many,	form	
one	body,	and	each	member	belongs	
to	all	the	others.	



An	Individual	Model	of	
Decision	Making	&	Discipling	
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An	Individual	Model	of	
Decision	Making	&	Discipling	
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Philippians	1:22-26	
22	If	I	am	to	go	on	living	in	the	body,	this	will	mean	
fruitful	labor	for	me.	Yet	what	shall	I	choose?	I	do	not	
know!	23	I	am	torn	between	the	two:	I	desire	to	depart	
and	be	with	Christ,	which	is	better	by	far;	24	but	it	is	
more	necessary	for	you	that	I	remain	in	the	body.	25	
Convinced	of	this,	I	know	that	I	will	remain,	and	I	will	
continue	with	all	of	you	for	your	progress	and	joy	in	the	
faith,	26	so	that	through	my	being	with	you	again	your	
boasting	in	Christ	Jesus	will	abound	on	account	of	me.		



2.	Mammon	
	

The	family	viewed	wealth	and	
possessions	very	differently	



James	2:14-17	
What	good	is	it,	my	brothers	and	sisters,	if	
someone	claims	to	have	faith	but	has	no	
deeds?	Can	such	faith	save	them?15	Suppose	
a	brother	or	a	sister	is	without	clothes	and	
daily	food.16	If	one	of	you	says	to	them,	“Go	
in	peace;	keep	warm	and	well	fed,”	but	does	
nothing	about	their	physical	needs,	what	
good	is	it?17	In	the	same	way,	faith	by	itself,	
if	it	is	not	accompanied	by	action,	is	dead.	



Typical	Relationship	Priorities	
God	
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Hate	your	Parents?	
•  	25	Large	crowds	were	traveling	with	Jesus,	and	turning	to	them	

he	said:	26	"If	anyone	comes	to	me	and	does	not	hate	father	and	
mother,	wife	and	children,	brothers	and	sisters—yes,	even	life	
itself—such	a	person	cannot	be	my	disciple.	27	And	whoever	does	
not	carry	their	cross	and	follow	me	cannot	be	my	disciple.	

Luke	14:25-27	

•  	2	"I	have	loved	you,"	says	the	LORD.		
							"But	you	ask,	'How	have	you	loved	us?'		
							"Was	not	Esau	Jacob's	brother?"	declares	the	LORD.	"Yet	I	
have	loved	Jacob,	3	but	Esau	I	have	hated,	and	I	have	turned	his	
hill	country	into	a	wasteland	and	left	his	inheritance	to	the	desert	
jackals."					4	Edom	may	say,	"Though	we	have	been	crushed,	we	
will	rebuild	the	ruins."		

Malachi	1:2-4	



John	13:34-35	
•  		34	"A	new	command	I	give	you:	
Love	one	another.	As	I	have	loved	
you,	so	you	must	love	one	another.	
35	By	this	everyone	will	know	that	
you	are	my	disciples,	if	you	love	one	
another."	



1	John	3:10-17	
10	This	is	how	we	know	who	the	children	of	God	are	and	who	the	
children	of	the	devil	are:	Those	who	do	not	do	what	is	right	are	not	
God's	children;	nor	are	those	who	do	not	love	their	brothers	and	
sisters.		
11	For	this	is	the	message	you	heard	from	the	beginning:	We	should	
love	one	another.	12	Do	not	be	like	Cain,	who	belonged	to	the	
evil	one	and	murdered	his	brother.	And	why	did	he	murder	him?	
Because	his	own	actions	were	evil	and	his	brother's	were	righteous.	13	
Do	not	be	surprised,	my	brothers	and	sisters,	if	the	world	hates	you.	14	
We	know	that	we	have	passed	from	death	to	life,	because	we	love	each	
other.	Anyone	who	does	not	love	remains	in	death.	15	Anyone	who	
hates	a	fellow	believer	is	a	murderer,	and	you	know	that	no	murderers	
have	eternal	life	in	them.					16	This	is	how	we	know	what	love	is:	Jesus	
Christ	laid	down	his	life	for	us.	And	we	ought	to	lay	down	our	lives	for	
one	another.	17	If	any	one	of	you	has	material	possessions	and	sees	a	
brother	or	sister	in	need	but	has	no	pity	on	them,	how	can	the	love	of	
God	be	in	you?	



1	John	4:19-21	
19	We	love	because	he	first	loved	us.	20	If	
we	say	we	love	God	yet	hate	a	brother	or	
sister,	we	are	liars.	For	if	we	do	not	love	a	
fellow	believer,	whom	we	have	seen,	we	
cannot	love	God,	whom	we	have	not	
seen.	21	And	he	has	given	us	this	
command:	Those	who	love	God	must	
also	love	one	another.	



Acts	4:32	
32	All	the	believers	were	one	in	heart	
and	mind.	No	one	claimed	that	any	of	
their	possessions	was	their	own,	but	
they	shared	everything	they	had.		



Justin	Martyr	–	c.	165	AD	
“We	who	once	took	most	pleasure	in	the	
means	of	increasing	our	wealth	and	
property	now	bring	what	we	have	into	
a	common	fund	and	share	with	
everyone	in	need;	we	who	hated	and	
killed	one	another	and	would	not	
associate	with	men	of	different	tribes	
because	of	their	differences	now	live	
together.”	



Justin	Martyr	–	c.	165	AD	
“Those	who	have	more	come	to	the	aid	of	
those	who	lack,	and	we	are	constantly	
together	.	.	.	Those	who	prosper,	and	so	
wish,	contribute,	each	one	as	much	as	he	
chooses	to	.	.	.	and	he	[the	one	in	charge	of	
the	common	fund]	takes	care	of	orphans	
and	widows,	and	those	who	are	in	want	on	
account	of	sickness	or	any	other	cause,	and	
those	who	are	in	bonds	.	.	.	He	is	the	
protector	of	all	those	in	need.”	



Tertullian	–	c.	210	AD	
“But	with	how	much	more	right	are	they	
called	brothers	and	considered	such	who	
have	acknowledged	one	father,	God,	who	
have	drunk	one	spirit	of	holiness,	who	in	
fear	and	wonder	have	come	forth	from	one	
womb	of	their	common	ignorance	to	the	
one	light	of	truth!	.	.	.	So,	we	who	are	
united	in	mind	and	soul	have	no	hesitation	
about	sharing	what	we	have.		Everything	is	
in	common	among	us⎯except	our	wives.”	



Clement	of	Alexandria	–	c.	195	AD	
•  For	God	has	given	to	us,	I	know	well,	the	liberty	

of	use,	but	only	so	far	necessary;	and	he	has	
determined	that	the	use	should	be	common.		And	
it	is	monstrous	for	one	to	live	in	luxury,	while	
many	are	in	want.		How	much	more	glorious	is	it	
to	do	good	to	many,	than	to	live	sumptuously!		
How	much	wiser	to	spend	money	on	human	
beings,	than	on	jewels	and	gold!		How	much	
more	useful	to	acquire	decorous	friends,	than	
lifeless	ornaments!	



Luke	16:9	
9	I	tell	you,	use	worldly	wealth	to	gain	
friends	for	yourselves,	so	that	when	it	
is	gone,	you	will	be	welcomed	into	
eternal	dwellings.		



3.	Unity	
	

unity	was	essential	for	the	
family	



Ephesians	4:2-3	
2	Be	completely	humble	and	gentle;	be	
patient,	bearing	with	one	another	in	
love.	3	Make	every	effort	to	keep	the	
unity	of	the	Spirit	through	the	bond	of	
peace.	
	



1	Corinthians	1:10-12	
10	I	appeal	to	you,	brothers	and	sisters,[a]	in	the	
name	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	that	all	of	you	
agree	with	one	another	in	what	you	say	and	
that	there	be	no	divisions	among	you,	but	that	
you	be	perfectly	united	in	mind	and	thought.	11	
My	brothers	and	sisters,	some	from	Chloe’s	
household	have	informed	me	that	there	are	
quarrels	among	you.	12	What	I	mean	is	this:	One	
of	you	says,	“I	follow	Paul”;	another,	“I	follow	
Apollos”;	another,	“I	follow	Cephas[b]”;	still	
another,	“I	follow	Christ.”		



1	Corinthians	7:39	
39	A	wife	is	bound	as	long	as	her	
husband	is	living.	But	if	her	husband	
dies,	she	is	free	to	be	married	to	
anyone	she	wants—only	in	the	Lord.	



Tertullian,	c.	205	AD	
If	prayer	is	to	be	kept,	an	unbelieving	
husband	makes	an	appointment	with	
his	wife	at	daybreak	to	meet	him	at	the	
baths.			

If	there	are	fasts	to	be	observed,	the	
husband	holds	a	party	that	same	day.		

If	a	charitable	expedition	has	to	be	made,	
never	is	family	business	more	urgent.	



Tertullian,	c.	205	AD	
For	who	would	permit	his	wife	to	go	around	from	street	to	street	

to	other	men’s.	.	.	Cottages	for	the	sake	of	visiting	the	
brothers?	

What	husband	will	willingly	bear	her	being	taken	from	his	side	for	
late	night	meetings,	if	the	need	is	there?	

Who	will	without	anxiety	endure	her	absence	all	the	night	long	at	
the	Easter	observances?	

Who	will	without	some	suspicion	of	his	own,	dismiss	her	to	attend	
the	Lord’s	supper,	which	they	defame?	

What	husband	will	permit	her	to	creep	into	prison	to	[care	for	a	
martyr]?		Or,	for	that	matter,	to	meet	any	one	of	the	brothers	
to	exchange	the	holy	kiss?	

If	a	pilgrim	brother	arrives,	what	hospitality	will	there	be	for	him	
in	an	alien	home?		If	goods	are	to	be	distributed	to	any,	the	
granaries	and	the	storehouses	are	closed	in	advance.	



4.	Power	
	

The	family	viewed	power	and	
their	role	in	the	culture	

differently	



Philippians	2:3-12	
Do	nothing	out	of	rivalry	or	conceit,	but	in	
humility	consider	others	as	more	important	than	
yourselves.	4	Everyone	should	look	out	not	only	for	
his	own	interests,	but	also	for	the	interests	of	
others.	
Christ’s	Humility	and	Exaltation	
5	Make	your	own	attitude	that	of	Christ	Jesus,	
6	who,	existing	in	the	form	of	God,	
did	not	consider	equality	with	God	
as	something	to	be	used	for	His	own	advantage.[a]	
	



Philippians	2:3-12	
7	Instead	He	emptied	Himself	
by	assuming	the	form	of	a	slave,	
taking	on	the	likeness	of	men.	
And	when	He	had	come	as	a	man	
in	His	external	form,	
8	He	humbled	Himself	by	becoming	obedient	
to	the	point	of	death—	
even	to	death	on	a	cross.	
9	For	this	reason	God	highly	exalted	Him	
and	gave	Him	the	name	
that	is	above	every	name,	
10	so	that	at	the	name	of	Jesus	
every	knee	will	bow—	
of	those	who	are	in	heaven	and	on	earth	
and	under	the	earth—	
11	and	every	tongue	should	confess	
that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord,[b]	
to	the	glory	of	God	the	Father.	



Matthew	5:43-48	
“You	have	heard	that	it	was	said,	Love	your	
neighbor	and	hate	your	enemy.	44	But	I	tell	you,	love	
your	enemies	and	pray	for	those	who	persecute	
you,	45	so	that	you	may	be	sons	of	your	Father	in	
heaven.	For	He	causes	His	sun	to	rise	on	the	evil	and	
the	good,	and	sends	rain	on	the	righteous	and	the	
unrighteous.	46	For	if	you	love	those	who	love	you,	
what	reward	will	you	have?	Don’t	even	the	tax	
collectors	do	the	same?	47	And	if	you	greet	only	your	
brothers,	what	are	you	doing	out	of	the	
ordinary?	Don’t	even	the	Gentiles	do	the	same?	48	Be	
perfect,	therefore,	as	your	heavenly	Father	is	perfect.	



5.	Family	Values	
	

Living	by	the	values	of	the	
family	was	paramount	



1	Peter	1:14-16	
14	As	obedient	children,	do	not	
conform	to	the	evil	desires	you	
had	when	you	lived	in	ignorance.	
15	But	just	as	he	who	called	you	is	
holy,	so	be	holy	in	all	you	do;	16	for	
it	is	written:	“Be	holy,	because	I	
am	holy.”	



John	5:19-20	
19	Jesus	gave	them	this	answer:	“Very	
truly	I	tell	you,	the	Son	can	do	nothing	
by	himself;	he	can	do	only	what	he	
sees	his	Father	doing,	because	
whatever	the	Father	does	the	Son	also	
does.	20	For	the	Father	loves	the	Son	
and	shows	him	all	he	does.		



Ephesians	5:1-2	
Follow	God’s	example,	therefore,	as	
dearly	loved	children		and	walk	in	the	
way	of	love	



Revelation	21:7	
Those	who	are	victorious	will	inherit	
all	this,	and	I	will	be	their	God	and	they	
will	be	my	children.	



•  What	group	forms	the	basis	for	your	
identity?	

•  What	group	receives	your	highest	loyalty?	
•  What	group	brings	you	security	and	
comfort?	

•  Who	would	you	most	trust	your	kids	with?	
•  Where	do	you	go	for	holidays?	

Who	is	Your	“Family”	


