Together - Class 4
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Eph 4:16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its
work.

1 Peter 4;10-11 *° Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. ** If anyone
speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone
serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things
God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for
ever and ever. Amen.

* Quote from How People Grow — “God did not delegate the process to
people... He wore people as his uniform... in fact people helping people IS
plan A”

“We are plan A”

1 Cor 3:16 * Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that

God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?

(1) First... together we experience CONNECTION

2 Cor 7:5-7 ° For when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest, but we were
harassed at every turn—conflicts on the outside, fears within. ®But God, who
comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, ” and not only by
his coming but also by the comfort you had given him. He told us about your
longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy
was greater than ever.
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Col 2:18-19

Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels
disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail about what they have
seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. ** They have
lost connection with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held
together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.

(2) Second... Together we experience STRUCTURE

Hebrews 12 —** No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on,
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have
been trained by it.

Show pic of tree with stick... gardener wants the tree to grow straight... tree
wants to be free... stick guides the tree straight... not a punishment... it’s gift...

Galatians 6:1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by
the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also
may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the
law of Christ.



