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Recap 
We are busy with the story of the Bible.  
 
Acts 1 – Creation & Human Calling  
 
Acts 2 – Rebellion & the Fall Out  
 
We are busy with Act 3 – Israel & the Great Commission.  

• We have looked at the first movement … 
• The Formation of Israel 

 
Genesis 12:1–3 1 “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the 
LAND [New Eden] I will show you.  
 
2 “I will make you into a GREAT NATION, and I will BLESS YOU; I will MAKE YOUR NAME 
GREAT, and you will be a blessing.  
 
3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and ALL PEOPLES ON 
EARTH WILL BE BLESSED THROUGH YOU.”  
 
Genesis 12-50 divided into 3 segments … 

• Showing us the lives of 3 generations … 
1. Abraham 
2. Isaac & Jacob 
3. Jacob & 12 Sons  

 
The two big themes that we see running through each of the 3 generations were … 

• Repeated Failure 
• God’s Faithfulness to bless them in order that they can be a blessing.  
• And put God’s creation plan back on track.  

 
Towards the end we see two key scriptures . 
 
Genesis 50:20 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what 

is now being done, the saving of many lives.  

… 
 
Genesis 49:10 10 The scepter will not depart from JUDAH, nor the ruler’s staff from between 

his feet, until he to whom it belongs shall come and the OBEDIENCE [allegiance] of THE 

NATIONS shall be his.  
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Abram called out of 70 Nation – Genesis 10    
• And they reach 70 (Genesis 46:27; Exodus 1:5) 

 
Abraham – New Adam 
Israel – NEW HUMANITY 
 
Now 400 years have passed …  

• And the story of the Exodus begins. 
 
That name refers to the event that takes place … 

• In the first half of the book [Exodus 1-18] … 
• That I am calling the Rescue and Wilderness Wanderings 

 
In Exodus 1 it says …  
Exodus 1:6–7 6 Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7 but the 
Israelites were exceedingly FRUITFUL; they MULTIPLIED greatly, increased in numbers and 
became so numerous that the land was FILLED with them.  
 
This line is a deliberate echo to … 

• The blessing that God gave humanity back in the garden of Eden. 
 
Gen. 1:28 Be fruitful, multiply, expand the garden, spread my image … 

• But they rebelled, they wanted to do their own thing. 
• Instead of expanding the garden, they spread violence and destruction.  

 
God then chose Abram and his family in Genesis 12, 15 & 17 … 

• To restore his blessing to the whole world … 
• In order to get his creation plan back on track. 

 
But the new Pharaoh does not view Israel as a blessing.  

• But rather as a threat to his power.  
 
So here, just as in Genesis humanity rebels against God’s purposes … 

• Here [Genesis 1-4] Pharaoh is rebelling against God’s purposes … 
• By attempting to destroy the source of God’s blessing, the Israelites.  
• He brutally enslaves them in forced labour … 
• And he orders that all the Israelite boys be drowned in the Nile river.  

 
He and his whole kingdom epitomizes humanity’s rebellion against God. 

• Pharaoh has so redefined good and evil according to his own interest.  
• That even the murder of innocent children has become good to him. 

 
So Egypt has become worse than Babylon … 

• So now Israel cries out for help against this new Babylon … 
• And God responds … 
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God first turns Pharaoh’s evil upside down … 
• As an Israelite mother throws her boy into the Nile river … 
• But in a Basket = Ark 
• From which he then floats down safely right into Pharaoh’s own family.  
• He is named Moses and grows up to eventually become …  
• The man whom God will use to defeat Pharaoh’s evil. 

 
 In the famous story of the burning bush … 

• God appears to Moses and commissions him to go to Pharaoh … 
• And order him to release the Israelites. (Let my people go.) 

 
Exodus 6:6 6  ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I 
will free you from being slaves to them, and I will REDEEM [1st time] you with an outstretched 
arm and with mighty acts of judgment.  
 
And God says  … 

• I know he will resist, so I will bring plagues and harden his heart.  
 
And so we are introduces to the next main part of the story [Genesis 5-15]  

• The Confrontation between God and Pharaoh. 
 
Now what does this mean that God says, He will harden Pharaoh’s heart? 
 
In Moses and Pharaoh’s first encounter we are told simply that … 

• Pharaoh’s heart grew hard.  
• There is no implication that God did anything. 

 
So in response God sends the first set of 5 plagues.  

• Each one confronting Pharaoh and one of his Egyptian God’s. 
• And each time Moses offers a chance for Pharaoh to humble himself … 
• And to let the Israelites go.  

 
But, after each plague we are told that Pharaoh either … 

• “Hardened his heart” or that “His heart grew hard.” 
• He is doing this of his own will.  

 
So eventually it is with the 2nd set of 5 plagues … 

• That we begin to hear how “God hardens Pharaoh’s heart”  
 
So the point of the story seems to be this … 

• Even though God knew that Pharaoh would resist his will … 
• God still gave him many Chances to do the right thing. 
• But eventually Pharaoh’s EVIL reaches a point of no return. 
• Even his own advisors thinks that he has lost his mind.  
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And it is at that point that God takes over and bend’s Pharaoh’s evil … 

• Towards his own redemptive purposes.  
 
God lures Pharaoh into his own destruction … 

• As he saves his people.  
 
And here is what happens next … 

• With the final plague it is the night of Passover … 
• And God turns the tables on Pharaoh … 
• Just as he killed the sons of the Israelites … 
• So God will kill the 1st born in Egypt with the final plague. 

 
But unlike Pharaoh God provides a means of escape … 

• Through the blood of the lamb. 
 
And here the story stops and introduces us in detail (Ex. 12-13) … 

• To the annual Israelite ritual of Passover. 
• On the night before Israel left Egypt … 
• They sacrificed a young spotless lamb … 
• And painted his blood on the doorframe of their house.  

 
So, when the divine plague came over Egypt … 

• The houses covered with the blood of the lamb … 
• Were passed over and the son spared.  

 
And so every year since … 

• The Israelites re-enacted that night … 
• To remember and to celebrate God’s justice and his mercy. 
• His justice on human evil. 
• His mercy on those who are covered by the blood of the lamb. 

 
But Pharaoh because of his pride and rebellion loses his own son … 

• And he is compelled to finally let the Israelites go free. 
 
And so the Israelite slaves make their Exodus from Egypt … 

• But they barely left when Pharaoh changes his mind … 
• He gathers his army and chases after the Israelites for a final showdown.  

 
The Israelites passes through the Reed Sea safely … 

• While Pharaoh charges towards his own destruction.  
 
The Exodus Story concludes with the first song of praise in the bible. 

• It is called “The Song of the Sea.” 
• And the final line declares that … 
• “The Lord reigns forever and ever.” Ex. 15:18 
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The song retells in poetry what the story of God’s kingdom [His Rule & Reign] is all about.  

• How God is on a mission to confront evil.  
• And to redeem those who are enslaved to Evil.  

 
It is in this poem where the word salvation is used for the 1st time when Moses said …  
Exodus 15:2 2 “The LORD is my strength and my defense; he has become my SALVATION. He 
is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him.  
 
 
God is going to lead his people into the Promised Land …  

• Where is divine presence will live among them. 
 
This story is what it looks like when God become king over his people.  
 
Ex. 16-18 – So, after the Israelites sings their song … 

• The story takes a quick turn as the Israelites are trekking … 
• Through the wilderness on their way to Mount Sinai. 

 
They are hungry and thirsty … (give us water) 

• And they start criticizing Moses and God for rescuing them. 
• Are you trying to kill us? 
• They long for the good old days in Egypt … 
• Better of in Egypt 

 
So God graciously provide food and water for Israel in the wilderness … 

• But in the same breath we can pick up … 
• That there is something serious wrong with the hearts of the people.  
• And that they might just have the very heart of Pharaoh.  

 
So what are they saved for? 

• And where is all of this going? 
• Dit kan dan punt na die regterkant se blok toe … 
• Met die tittel – Mount Sinai and The Portable Eden 

 

 
 
 
 
 


